
Black Prince Black Prince -- Narrowboat Narrowboat  
 

A Holiday of Contrasts, Taken at a slow Pace 

There is nothing quite like a narrow boat holiday. Enforced relaxation while drifting along at no more than 4 
miles per hour. Stop when you want – tie up at the pub for lunch or visit historic sites. Every bend brings forth 

new delights, every mile a new feature. 

Narrowboat holidays are for relaxation, for unwinding from everyday pressures, for doing what you like, 
when you like. 

 

Traditional style - Modern comforts 

all boats under 4 years old – range from 2 to 10 berths 

Fully equipped boats from galley to bedding 

Showers – TV – heating – WC – fridges and more 

Canals are historic monuments in themselves – once the highways of England before the advent of rail.     
Narrowboats have historically served as both commercial transport and homes. Once falling into neglect, 

canals over recent years have gone through a revival and restoration. 

            Eurolynx Travel Limited 
            Specialising in wholesale travel for Europe 

P O Box 68637, Newton, Auckland 1032, New Zealand 
DX: CP29517 

Tel.: 64-9-361 3661      Fax.: 64-9-361 3664 
Email: info@eurolynx.co.nz 

Web: eurolynx.co.nz 

Agent Stamp 

Eurolynx can also assist with arrangements pre and post hire accommodation, 
rail, ferries and other travel arrangements. 

 
Information and rates based on information as at November 2004. 

NZD Rates are a guide only, and are subject to tariff and exchange variance. 

2005 Pricing 
(NZD per boat per week) 

 2 person from $1,630 : 4 person from $1,790  
 

6 person from $2,420 : 8 person from $2,690 



Based on the breathtaking canal in North Wales, our lovely 
marina is situated on the site of the new Chirk Golf & Country 
Club (where all customers become automatic members).  
 
The Llangollen Canal unarguable has a lot to offer both first 
time and regular holidaymakers. It meanders gracefully 
through the beautiful countryside where the world famous 
"stream in the sky" - the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct spans the Dee 
Valley, such a feat of engineering is sure to snatch your breath 
away!  
 
Another first that Black Prince Holidays are proud to         
announce is the opportunity to cruise the Montgomery Canal 
from the national canal network, very recently reopened to 
boats for the first time in over fifty years, a one and a half 
mile length of canal has now been restored, and has been  
officially opened, giving you the chance to be one of the first 
to cruise this once dormant sleepy waterway. 

Chirk: North Wales & Llangollen Canal  

 

Suggested Routes From Chirk  
 

1. LLANGOLLEN AND WHITCHURCH 
60 Miles, 4 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

  

A very pleasant and easy route. Travelling first to Llangollen you cross the famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct 120 feet above the River Dee. 
After this the canal perches on the side of the lovely Dee Valley up to Llangollen itself. Retracing your steps you encounter the more 
robust Chirk Aqueduct and through to the lovely small town of Ellesmere after encountering the only two locks on your trip. After 

Ellesmere you travel through the Shropshire Lake District with its meres to the market town of Whitchurch. 
 
 
 

2. LLANGOLLEN CANAL 
78 Miles, 42 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

 

About 40 hours. A trip along the full length of this lovely canal. Travelling towards Hurleston you cross the Chirk Aqueduct and down 
the first two locks. After passing Ellesmere and its lakes, you come to the less hilly Whixall Moss to Whitchurch. After this, undulating 

countryside sprinkled with locks takes you down to Hurleston with its reservoir, which provides water for Chester. Retracing your steps 
cross the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, and up the Dee Valley to Llangollen. A delightful week. 

 
 
 

3. CHESTER return 
111 Miles, 70 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

 

An arduous route, you should not be disappointed if you do not reach Chester. Travelling down the canal you go through the towns of 
Ellesmere and Whitchurch to Grindley Brook with its three locks in a staircase. From here the locks become more frequent taking you 
down through lovely country to the Shropshire Union at Hurleston. The rural atmosphere continues through to Chester. You should re-

member that the Llangollen flows so it will take longer to return, and a visit to Llangollen itself is also well worthwhile. 
 
 
 

4. FOUR COUNTIES RING 
188 Miles, 131 Locks, 2 Week Cruise 

 

For the more experienced crew. Travel down the Llangollen to Hurleston where you join the Shropshire Union and travel southwards 
through small towns and villages to join the Staffordshire and Worcestershire. This is a more meandering canal still travelling through 
pretty countryside up to Great Haywood. Here you join the Trent and Mersey and travel towards the more built up area of Stoke. 

Continuing up to Middlewich through a series of locks, you take the Middlewich Arm to Barbridge, and back via Llangollen. 
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Based near Northwich, Acton Bridge is a good starting point 
for a number of routes. Travelling north, you meet the canal 
where it all started - the Bridgewater canal, which takes you 
lock free to Manchester.  
 
From there you can travel to the Leeds-Liverpool Canal, or 
continue on the Cheshire Ring via the Peak Forest and    
Macclesfield.  
 
Apart from Manchester itself, currently being cleaned up, this 
is a beautiful route with constantly changing scenery.  
 
South of base you can travel the Four Counties Ring, or     
meander up to Chester and beyond to the Ellesmere Port 
boat museum.  

Acton Bridge: Canals of North West England  

 

Suggested Routes From Acton Bridge  
 

1. WIGAN return 
83 Miles, 6 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

  

A very pleasant and easy run with many miles of lock free cruising. Leaving the base you travel onto the first British canal built by the 
Duke of Bridgewater to transport coal to Manchester. On this you can see some mine entrances, together with the later Barton Swing 
Bridgeover the Manchester Ship Canal, where the whole canal is swung to let large ships through. At Wigan the Pier Museum, and the 

Trencherfield Mill Steam Engine (the world's largest) are well worth a visit.  
 
 
 

 

2. CHESTER return 
98 Miles, 52 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

 

A slightly more vigorous route, but still easily manageable at about five hours per day, this trip includes varying canals and countryside. 
Travelling southwards past the old salt mines to Middlewich you turn onto the Middlewich Arm to join up with the Shropshire Union. 

The trip up to the medieval City of Chester is particularly pleasant with the canal built next to the old city walls. You should also have 
time to visit the boat museum at Ellesmere Port.  

 
 
 

3. CHESHIRE RING 
97 Miles, 92 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

 

More strenuous at around eight hours per day, the Cheshire Ring is one of contrasts. Travelling northwards over the Bridgewater Canal, 
lock-free to Manchester, where the city is currently being restored. After this into the Peak District on the Macclesfield Canal, with the 

small towns built of stone. Just north of Stoke you meet the Trent and Mersey, and travel through the many locks to Middlewich and its 
history of salt, and home. 

 
 
 

4. FOUR COUNTIES RING 
140 Miles, 102 Locks, 2 Week Cruise 

 

A relaxing fortnight, you travel southwards to Stoke on Trent via Middlewich. Passing through the red-watered Harecastle Tunnel ( the 
result of local iron workings), and continuing down past the Wedgewood Factory to Stone and Great Haywood, you join the Stafford-

shire and Worcestershire canal. Just north of Wolverhampton, you meet the Shropshire Union with its extravagant cuttings and         
embankments, which carries you up to Barbridge and the Middlewich Arm. If time permits a diversion along the Caldon is well    

worthwhile. 
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Situated on the redeveloped National Garden Festival site, 
home of the industrial potteries, and host to some of the most 
fabulous scenery on Britain's waterways is what makes this one 
of the most popular Black Prince starting points.  
 
There is a variety of routes available from this marina, with the 
Cheshire Ring and the Four Counties Ring being the most 
popular.  
 
You can exchange the contrasting landscapes of the Potteries, 
Royal Doulton, Cheddleton Mill and Wedgewood industries 
for the peace and tranquillity of the Llangollen Canal.  
 
What better way to experience the hidden delights that this 
unique journey has to offer.  

Stoke-on-Trent: Trent & Mersey, Caldon Canal 

 

Suggested Routes From Stoke-on-Trent 
 

1. CALDON & LEEK CANALS 
41 Miles, 34 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

  

An easy week down on one of the most beautiful and quiet canals of them all. From the junction near the marina, you progress up 
some locks to the outskirts of Stoke via factories and parks. Here you encounter progressively more picturesque countryside as you en-

ter the Churnet Valley. The Leek branch contains no locks from the junction, whereas the Froghall branch descends to the River     
Churnet. If time permits a trip down the Trent and Mersey to Stone is well worthwhile.  

 
 
 

2. FOUR COUNTIES RING 
110 Miles, 92 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

 

More strenuous, you travel southwards from the Marina past the Wedgewood factory through the canal town of Stone to Great 
Haywood, where you meet the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal. Travelling westwards you join the Shropshire Union at     
Autherley. 'The Shroppie' with its impressive architecture, banks and cuttings, carries you northwards to the Middlewich Arm.               

At Middlewich you rejoin the Trent and Mersey which carries you back to Stoke through a number of locks and the Harecastle Tunnel.  
 
 
 

3. CHESHIRE RING 
108 Miles, 92 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

 

More strenuous at around eight hours per day, the Cheshire Ring is one of contrasts. Travelling northwards over the Bridgewater Canal, 
lock-free to Manchester, where the city is currently being restored. After this into the Peak District on the Macclesfield Canal, with the 

small towns built of stone. Just north of Stoke you meet the Trent and Mersey, and travel through the many locks to Middlewich and its 
history of salt, and home. Rochdale licence required. 

 
 
 
 

 
4. EAST MIDLANDS RING 

219 Miles, 147 Locks, 2 Week Cruise 
 

South from the base through Stone and Great Haywood and the canalised River Soar to Leicester. After Leicester you encounter the 
famous Foxton Flight and pass through undulating countryside to Norton and Braunston Junctions. Turning northwards towards Rugby 

and Coventry, the canal takes a more direct route with cuttings and embankments to Fazeley and Fradley and home. Most of this 
route is very rural and quiet. 
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The Falkirk Wheel is 115 feet high - the equivalent height of eight double-decker buses. It is 115 feet wide and 100 feet long. The wheel 
will lift loads of 600 tonnes (300 at each end) - the approximate weight of 11 adult African elephants.  
 
The structure stands in a 330 feet wide circular basin with moorings for over 20 boats. Before redevelopment, the site was a deep open 
cast pit left behind by mining, which ended in the early 1980s. Prior to that the site was the home of  Scottish Tar, producing various  
tar-related products. The total project cost was approximately £17 million and work took 22 months. The wheel is designed to last for at 
least the next 120 years.  
 
The first wheel-based boat lift was proposed by a German engineer at the beginning of the last century, though it was never built. The 
Falkirk Wheel is the world's first rotating boat lift and the first boat lift to be built in Britain since the Anderton Boat Lift in Cheshire, 
which dates from 1875.  

Falkirk: Glasgow, Edinburgh & Falkirk Wheel  

 

Suggested Routes From Falkirk 
 

1. FALKIRK to EDINBURGH return 
68 Miles, 6 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

  

Cruise out of our base at Falkirk, through the Falkirk Wheel ,passing high above the town as you approach the Falkirk lnterchange 
and head towards Edinburgh. Travel on the lock free Union Canal, passing over the magnificent Almond Aqueduct. Then on through 

the villages of Linlithgow and Ratho, the home of the Edinburgh Canal Centre. Then retrace your steps back to Falkirk, descending the 
Wheel back to the start base.  

 
 
 

 
2. FALKIRK to EDINBURGH & GLASGOW 

118 Miles, 14 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 
 

Based at the Falkirk Wheel, mid-way between Glasgow and Edinburgh, our base provides the ideal start point to visit both cities. 
Heading to Edinburgh, you go up through the Wheel and travel on the lock free Union Canal, passing over the magnificent Almond 

Aqueduct. Then on through the villages of Linlithgow and Ratho, the home of the Edinburgh Canal Centre. From Edinburgh, you then 
head back towards Falkirk and Glasgow, descending the Wheel and joining the Forth and Clyde with it's locks and swing bridges. 

Travel through splendid scenery and villages such as Auchinstarry and Kirkintillock, to Cadder Village and on into Glasgow.             
Then retrace your steps back to Falkirk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Falkirk Wheel 
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Situated in a lovely spot, close to both the M5 and M42, Stoke 
Prior is the base for those who want a more active holiday, 
being at the bottom of the Tardebigge flight of locks.  
 
It is a base of contrasts, with routes taking in the River Severn 
and Avon, as well as a number of different canals.  
 
Equally it covers beautiful countryside as well as such cities as 
Birmingham and Worcester. 
 
Several rings can be completed from here, with the Stourport 
Ring being the most popular, as well as a large number of 
other routes.  

Stoke Prior: Worcester & Birmingham Canal  

 

Suggested Routes From Stoke Prior 
 

1. STOURPORT RING 
74 Miles, 105 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

  

Leaving Stoke Prior, you encounter the Tardebigge flight, after which there is lock free cruising to Gas Street Basin and the Interna-
tional Convention Centre via the very pleasant University, Botanical Gardens and Cadbury World. Cutting through Netherton Tunnel 

to Merry Hill and the Staffordshire & Worcestershire canal you encounter some beautiful countryside leading to the Severn at       
Stourport. At Worcester you leave the Severn, and climb gently back to Stoke Prior through open countryside. An easy week.  

 
 
 

 
2. STOURTON return 

84 Miles, 82 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 
 

This is the most leisurely route from Stoke Prior travelling south to Worcester, then turning upstream onto the River Severn, past 
Worcester Cathedral and cruising along the picturesque river for the next 13 miles. There are three manned river locks on the journey to 
Stourport on Severn, before changing to the Staffordshire and Worcester canal. On the way to Stourton the Cookley and Kinver areas 

must be one of the most beautiful lengths of canal in the country. Turn at Stourton and return on the same route to Stoke Prior.  
 
 
 

3. AVON RING 
109 Miles, 131 Locks, 2 Week Cruise 

 

Starting up the Tardebigge flight, you join the North Stafford Canal at Kings Norton, and on to the South Stratford Canal, where the 
canal character changes with split bridges and 'barrel-roofed' cottages. At Stratford you can moor opposite the theatre before joining 
the River Avon. The Avon, different again, meanders down to Tewkesbury, through Evesham, where you join the River Severn for a 

short trip up to Worcester, before returning home. Avon licence required. An easy two week trip.  
 
 
 

 
4. WARWICKSHIRE RING 

128 Miles, 190 Locks, 2 Week Cruise 
 

Up the Tardebigge flight to the North Stafford at Kings Norton, you continue to the Grand Union. Travelling south, you progress 
through the Hatton flight, via Warwick and Leamington Spa to Napton and Braunston. From Braunston, you travel the Oxford & 

Coventry (perhaps taking in the Ashby or Coventry itself) to Fazely, and then head into the centre of Birmingham via Farmers Bridge 
locks. Homing down the Worcester and Birmingham via Tardebigge. A more strenuous fortnight.  
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Ideally situated at the head of the North Oxford Canal,   
Napton is an ideal base for a large number of interesting 
routes.  
 
The circular route if the Warwickshire Ring is ideal for the 
more energetic and has the contrasts of beautiful countryside 
around Warwick, then industry near Birmingham and      
Spaghetti Junction.  
 
Trips of beauty and interest can also be achieved, including 
Stratford-on-Avon, Oxford, Snarestone, or a visit to the Wa-
terways Museum at Stoke Bruerne, depending on the num-
ber of locks you wish to negotiate. 

Napton: North Oxford Canal  

 

Suggested Routes From Napton  
 

1. SNARESTONE return 
102 Miles, 8 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

  

An easy route for the first timer with only a few locks through rural England. Leaving the broad Grand Union Canal at the busy canal 
junction of Braunston, you turn up the North Oxford Canal into narrow locks by Rugby at Hilmorton, where the British Waterways  

Architectural Unit is based. At Hawkesbury you encounter the lock with the smallest lift on the system at 6 inches. The lock free Ashby is 
a very quiet rural canal which is extremely peaceful with few boats to disturb you.  

 
 
 

2. STOKE BRUERNE & NORTHAMPTON 
66 Miles, 58 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

 

About 40 hours. A trip along the full length of this lovely canal. Travelling towards Hurleston you cross the Chirk Aqueduct and down 
the first two locks. After passing Ellesmere and its lakes, you come to the less hilly Whixall Moss to Whitchurch. After this, undulating 

countryside sprinkled with locks takes you down to Hurleston with its reservoir, which provides water for Chester. Retracing your steps 
cross the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, and up the Dee Valley to Llangollen. A delightful week. 

 
 
 

3. OXFORD return 
98 Miles, 76 Locks, 1 Week Cruise 

 

A busier week of 9 hours cruising a day. Down the meandering Oxford canal which is one of the oldest in the country and follows the 
contours of the land, which makes you wonder whether you are getting anywhere. The only town on the way is Banbury, but there are 
some lovely villages mainly towards the bottom end, such as Thrupp, Lower Heyford and Shipton-on-Cherwell, with stone built houses, 

cosy pubs, ancient churches and village greens.  
 
 
 

 
4. WARWICKSHIRE RING 

103 Miles, 118 Locks, 2 Week Cruise 
 

Sometimes known as the Midlands Ring, this is a route of contrasts. Starting on the wide locks of the Grand Union, through various locks 
to the Hatton Flight, you can either divert up the North Stratford to the centre of Birmingham, or carry on up the Grand Union to re-
join near the International Convention Centre in Birmingham. Heading out on the narrow canals to Fazeley, you return southwards 

past Coventry. Diversions into Coventry, Stratford, or up the Ashby should be considered. Don't forget to allow extra time for this.  
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