
 

EUROLYNX LITERATURE FOCUS 2006 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST TOURS 
with HF HOLIDAYS 

 

 
 

HF Holidays Inspirations brochure for 2006 contains a wonderful variety of special 
interest holidays offering relaxed and sociable environments with incomparable 

Country house settings. One of the great joys of travelling with HF is the personal 
level of service given to make their holiday a great experience.  
HF Holidays also offer a wide range of cycling and walking holidays. 

 

Good food and friendly people: 
HF ensure high standards are maintained. During your 
stay, you can usually expect to meet people on different 
holidays run by HF, so meal times are always abuzz with 
conversations of enthused guests enjoying their various 
activities. The numbers of people joining each holiday 
vary from a handful to twenty plus. The food is 
outstanding - full English or continental breakfast, our 
famous picnic lunches (in Britain) and quality evening 
choices, usually local dishes. The guides and teachers are 
highly knowledgeable people who can't help but to 
enthuse and stimulate.  

Excellent accommodation: 
Superb Country House hotels in Britain. Many of them are 
unique and full of character; chosen first for their setting 
in or on the doorstep of the finest countryside.  
Full holiday programme: 
The atmosphere is relaxed and inclusive, whether you are 
on your own or not, with sessions generally (see detailed 
descriptions for more information as it does vary) 
scheduled in the mornings and late afternoons for indoor 
based holidays, while outdoor themes spend all day out 
and about, returning in good time for dinner. 
 

 

LITERATURE: 
Lovers of the written and spoken word will be tempted to indulge their interest on our sociable breaks, 
guided by enthusiastic experts and set in lovely Country Houses in some outstandingly scenic areas. 
In Spring we visit both the famous Hay on Wye, and burgeoning Keswick literature festivals, in the 
autumn we offer the Cheltenham literature festival, and in between run themed tours which bring classic 
works to life. From Haworth enjoy the optional Wuthering Heights walk on our Brontës holiday, in the 
Lakes we offer an insight into the glorious landscapes which inspired Beatrix Potter and Wordsworth and 
his contemporaries, whilst the regency world of Jane Austen is brought to life in southern England. 

TOUR OPTIONS: 
Tour name 
 

Number of days Price Guide from (NZD pp)

Cheltenham Literature Festival 
Ways with Words Literature Festival - Keswick 
Ways with Words Literature Festival - Dartington 
Hay-on-Wye Literature Festival 
Literary Lakeland Tour (from Beatrix Potter to Hugh Walpole) 
Literary Cotswolds Tour (from Flora Thompson to William Morris) 
Literary Yorkshire Tour (from Ann Bronte to James Herriot) 
Jane Austen and the Regency 
The Brontes Literature and Countryside 
Lorna Doone and Exmorr 
Evelyn Waugh Revisited 
Literary Cornwall (from Virginia Woolf to Thomas Hardy) 
The Writers of Wight (resident writer Tennyson to visitor Dickens) 
Much Ado about Shakespeare (includes RSC plays in Stratford) 
Theatre by the Lake (at Derwentwater) 
Around the Globe 
Theatre Break in the Cotswolds 

 

5 
5 
5 
6 

5 to 8 
5 

4 to 5 
4 to 5 

5 
5 
4 
4 
4 
5 

4 to 5 
5 
5 

$1,080 
$1,055 
$1,110 
$1,560 
$1,010 
$1,025 
$735 
$650 
$995 
$915 
$805 
$760 
$760 
$970 
$805 

$1,164 
$995 

Please find following detailed information on each of these escorted tours. A full brochure is available. 
 

Additional services: 
 Eurolynx has access to a wide range of other services including: accommodation, car hire, rail tickets and 

passes, ferry tickets, motor home hire, escorted coach tours, cycling and walking tours.  
 

Information and rates based on information as at December 2005. 
Where given NZD rates are a guide only based on share twin, and are subject to tariff and exchange variance. 

 
 

 

Eurolynx Travel Limited 
Specialising in wholesale travel for Europe 

 

P O Box 68637, Newton, Auckland 1032, New Zealand 
DX: CP29517 

Tel.: 64-9-361 3661      Fax.: 64-9-361 3664 
Email: info@eurolynx.co.nz 

Web: eurolynx.co.nz 

Agent Stamp: 

 



1 2Cheltenham Literature Festival
Speakers include writers from all over the world. We
include visits to three events but you are encouraged to
have a look at the programme, ask or see
www.cheltenhamfestivals.co.uk in August to book any extra
events. We spend every day in Cheltenham and leave one
morning free to explore picturesque Bourton-on-the-Water.
Between talks there is free time for a bit of celebrity
spotting, and to enjoy our introduction to the delights of
Cheltenham's churches, museums and art galleries. After
dinner we may decide on a literary discussion or to join in
other social activities.

Who’s it for?
People with an interest in literature, whether would-be
writers or readers who want to see what their favourite
writers look and sound like. You need no prior knowledge
to enjoy this holiday but do need a love of the written
word.

Hotel Information: Bourton-on-the-Water page 47.

Ways with Words Literature Festivals -
Keswick and Dartington

Ways With Words are organisers of two of the major literary
festivals. In March, writers and readers get together to share
the pleasure of books, words and ideas in the beautiful
Theatre by the Lake at Keswick in the Lake District (close to
our house on Derwentwater). From Haytor in Devon in July,
we also visit their Literature Festival in the glorious setting of
medieval Dartington Hall. Novelists, politicians, historians,
scientists, poets, the famous and the yet-to-be-discovered all
provide a literary community that you can be part of for a
while. At both we offer a similar programme to the
Cheltenham Literature Festival (see description 1), with three
group events. The festivals continue after our holiday, please
ask, if you wish to extend your stay. Detailed information will
become available at www.wayswithwords.co.uk 

Who’s it for?
You need no prior knowledge to enjoy the holiday but do
need a love of the written word.

Hotel Information: Derwentwater page 48, Haytor page 49.
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6Hay on Wye Literature
Festival

An important literary festival with tours to the
surrounding countryside as well to make the
most of the holiday. Entry to four festival events
has been included, and you are free to attend
some additional activities that may appeal to
you - we advise on these bookings, but you may
need your own transport to take full advantage
of evening events. On two days we leave
around 9.30am and return around 6.00pm or
later, but with great flexibility. On two other days
we take in evening events, too. Other evenings
are a mixture of informal sociable or 
literature-related activities. 

Who’s it for?
As with our other literary festivals (see
descriptions 1 and 2), but you need to be fit
enough to get around places of interest if
joining the tours. We send out the festival
programme when published a few weeks before
the holiday.

Hotel Information: Brecon page 47.

Literary Lakeland Tour
Each day we visit a different part of Lakeland,
discovering just how much influence this area
has had on so many writers. See Brantwood, the
home of John Ruskin, and Yew Tree valley with
its Beatrix Potter farms. Hawkeshead has the
Beatrix Potter gallery and Wordsworth’s school,
and we travel the Rusland valley with Arthur
Ransome connections. We visit Dove Cottage
and Rydal Mount, take a tour of Keswick, look
at Robert Southey and Samuel Taylor Coleridge
connections and St John’s church too, for Hugh
Walpole interest.

Who’s it for?
Not just fans of Lakes writers but those who
appreciate the unique landscapes of the Lakes.
Comfortable footwear for walking is vital -
outdoor sites will be visited even if the weather is
bad but the coach will always be nearby. 

Hotel Information: Derwentwater page 48.

Literary Cotswolds Tour
Enter the rural English idyll of villages, pubs and
churches associated with Flora Thompson (Lark
rise to Candleford) and Laurie Lee, grand
houses known to John Betjeman and Alexander
Pope. We visit Flora Thompson villages - and
walk round the Rise at Juniper Hill. Other
highlights include Kelmscott Manor, summer
home of William Morris. The tour would be
incomplete without cider at The Woolpack in
Laurie Lee’s village Slad, and finally Bibury, the
‘prettiest village in England’, according to
William Morris. 

Who’s it for?
All interested in literary connections with the
countryside. You don’t need to have read any of
the books before you come but we will send a
list if you wish to delve in to one or two. 

Hotel Information: Bourton-on-the-Water page 47.

Literary Yorkshire Tour
You may have read the book; seen the movie;
got the tee shirt; so why not visit the sites that
inspired the writer? Literary Yorkshire follows in
the footsteps of Lawrence Steine, Ann Brontë,
Winifred Holtby, James Herriot and many more.
Staying in Whitby, home of Caedmon, the
untutored seventh century monk who became the
Father of English Poetry, this holiday takes you on
excursions to the birthplace, sites and burial
places of many famous authors whose writings
span the seventh to the twenty-first centuries.

Who’s it for?
You don't need a special interest in literature, this
themed tour has many historical, cultural and
scenic references that will fascinate anyone.

Hotel Information: Whitby page 50.

Jane Austen and the Regency
The Regency world of Jane Austen’s novels and
later life reflects a tension between the ideals of
the enlightenment and the newly emerging
romanticism and dramatic challenges to social
mores. We are well placed at Abingworth to visit
Jane’s important biographical sites - Steventon
Church, Chawton and Winchester as well as
Portsmouth (which is connected with her sailor-
brothers and the novel Persuasion) and the Royal
Pavilion at Brighton (home of the Prince Regent
to whom Jane dedicated Emma).

Who’s it for?
All literature lovers

Hotel Information: Abingworth page 46.

The Brontës Literature and
Countryside

Patrick Brontë found himself widowed in a
remote corner of the Pennines, with six children
to bring up, four of them showed marks of
genius, and the three girls, Charlotte, Emily and
Anne, became published authors whose works
are avidly read today. We offer an introduction to
the family through visits to sites connected with
them including Thornton, the Parsonage and
Brontë museum at Haworth, the Red House used
as a model in Shirley, Wycoller, Norton Conyers
Hall, Cowan Bridge School and Tunstall Church.
An optional Wuthering Heights walk will add
another dimension. There will be a programme
of evening talks on the Brontës and their works. 

Who’s it for?
You will get most from the holiday if you read
Wuthering Heights and Jane Eyre or any of the
Brontës novels in advance but this is not critical.

Hotel Information: Malhamdale page 49.

Lorna Doone and Exmoor
The most famous of R.D. Blackmore’s historical
romances set in late 17th century Exmoor, where
many Blackmore landscapes can still be found.
This near tragic romance in which the hero falls
in love with Lorna Doone, and tries to save her
from her family, is based on actual people and
historical figures such as Judge Jeffreys of
Bloody Assizes infamy and John Ridd, the
wrestler. We will explore these characters, the
novel and the glorious Exmoor landscapes in a
series of day tours and optional evening lectures.
Also included is Dunster Castle with Thomas
Hardy connections.

Who’s it for?
Lovers of any historical romance.

Hotel Information: Selworthy page 50.

Evelyn Waugh Revisited
A long weekend which will include talks and
videos on Waugh’s life and literary and social
context and particular discussion of the novels
Decline & Fall; A Handful of Dust; Scoop and
Brideshead Revisited, with some video extracts.
With visits to the Chapel of Waugh’s public
school at Lancing and to Brighton.

Who’s it for?
All literature lovers

Hotel Information: Abingworth page 46.

Literary Cornwall
This holiday is based near Virginia Woolf’s
childhood holiday home in sight of the
lighthouse which inspired her novel To the
Lighthouse. Visits will include Boscastle (with 
St Juliot’s Church which Thomas Hardy restored
and the Rectory where he stayed and met his first
wife Emma; Lanhydrock House (with Hardy & 
Du Maurier associations), Jamaica Inn, Zennor
(D H Lawrence associations) and Larmorna and
Mousehole where Dylan Thomas honeymooned.

Who’s it for?
Anyone with an interest in these writers and their
works with Cornish connections.

Hotel Information: St Ives page 49.

The Writers of Wight
The Isle of Wight has attracted a surprising
number of writers both resident and visiting. The
most famous resident writers were Queen
Victoria, Tennyson, Swinburne and Rosamund
Lehmann, based respectively at Osborne House,
Farringford, Bonchurch and Totland. Among the
visitors; D.H. Lawrence used the island in his
novel The Tresspassers and Dickens wrote part
of David Copperfield at Winterbourne.
Wordsworth and Keats both featured the island
in their poetry and King Charles wrote his poem
Majesty in Misery whilst imprisoned at
Carisbrooke Castle. With evening talks on
writers of Wight and their works.

Who’s it for?
All who enjoy this variety of literature and 
will enjoy learning about the historical
connections too.

Hotel Information: Freshwater Bay page 48.
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Around the Globe
This corner of England boasts theatre of world
renown, the wonderful recreation of
Shakespeare’s Globe a highlight for many. On
one day we travel the 2 hours from our Sussex
base to experience one of their productions, and
visit the Globe exhibition. Our other two plays
will be chosen from the Yvonne Arnaud theatre in
Guildford, Brighton’s splendid Theatre Royal
where many West End productions start out, or
the Chichester Festival or Minerva theatres.

Who’s it for?
Anyone who likes theatre, at whatever level they
enjoy it. Optional pre and post performance talks
and discussions for each play are stimulating for
those who wish to take a deeper look.

Hotel Information: Abingworth page 46.

Theatre Break in the
Cotswolds

Join us on this short break where we’ll enjoy two
plays which could be very different in character,
one in Stratford and one further afield, either in
Bath or Oxford. A backstage tour, talks on the
theatre and post production discussions will
provide a stay which is as informative as it is
relaxing. Two half day tours, one based in the
Cotswolds, completes the itinerary.

Who’s it for?
If you are looking for an interesting theatre
holiday without delving too deeply in to the
subject.

Hotel Information: Bourton-on-the-Water page 47.

Much Ado About
Shakespeare

Visit three RSC plays in Stratford (one may be at
Bath or Oxford if three Stratford plays are
unavailable) and gain insight into Shakespeare’s
life and his home. After the 45 minutes travelling
from our Cotswolds hotel, we visit the Stratford
area for Shakespeare sites. Enjoy in-house talks,
and free time at both Bourton and Stratford to
view the towns at your own pace. Post mortem
discussions will enhance your appreciation of the
performances. If we take in any evening
performances we will eat as a group in Stratford
before the play, to ensure a relaxed pace.
Please ask for more details of plays, which will
be known by early 2006.

Who’s it for?
Anyone who enjoys Shakespeare and wants to
know more about his background and plays. 

Hotel Information: Bourton-on-the-Water page 47.

Theatre by the Lake
With a backdrop of one of Britain’s most
beautiful settings, Derwentwater, the theatre by
the lake has built a high reputation for the quality
and variety of its performances. We take you to
two of these, one of which may contain strong
themes depending on the programming. There
will be a backstage tour with pre-theatre talks on
the plays and processes involved from page to
stage.

Who’s it for?
Anyone who likes theatre, no matter how
infrequent their trips.

Hotel Information: Derwentwater page 48.

Literature and Theatre
holidays

✔ The number of tickets included
in the holiday price are shown
in the descriptions on this page.
There are often additional
events to tempt you but at
additional cost.

✔ We reserve good quality seats
for all performances and sit 
en-bloc as far as we can but
sometimes have to spread out a
little (but at the same seat
price).

✔ Transport to and from inclusive
theatres and venues is included
in the price, even when we are
based only a short hop away.

✔ The choice of productions is
made as soon as information
becomes available. We work
closely with theatres but often
they are unable to advise on
their precise programmes until
some time after the publication
of this brochure. See
www.hfholidays.co.uk or just ask
us for up to date information.
Some timetable changes to the
individual holiday descriptions
may become necessary as a
result of theatre programming
decisions.

✔ Admissions to places of interest
on all tours included.
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Theatre
Tickets
included

Tickets
included

Tickets
included

Tickets
included

1 Cheltenham Bourton-on-the-Water Betty Roberts Sat 7 Oct (4nts) BNALC 389 ✔
Literature Festival

2 Ways with Words Literature Derwentwater Betty Roberts Mon 13 March (4nts) DBALF 379 ✔
Festival - Keswick
Ways with Words Literature Haytor Betty Roberts Sat 8 July (4nts) HYALD 399 ✔
Festival - Dartington

3 Hay-on-Wye Brecon Wendy Devlin Mon 29 May (5nts) BRALH 489
Literature Festival

4 Literary Lakeland Tour Derwentwater Name to follow Sat 20 May (7nts) DBALL 644 ✔

Derwentwater Val Abraham Sat 15 July (4nts) DBALL 364
5 Literary Cotswolds Tour Bourton-on-the-Water Wendy Devlin Sat 27 May (4nts) BNALE 369 ✔

6 Literary Yorkshire Tour Whitby Alan Whitworth Mon 27 March (4nts) WYALY 354 ✔

Whitby Alan Whitworth Fri 3 Nov (3nts) WYALY 264 ✔

7 Jane Austen and Abingworth Geoff & Fran Doel Sat 13 May (4nts) AWALA 339 ✔

the Regency Abingworth Elizabeth Proudman Wed 11 Oct (3nts) AWALA 234 ✔

8 The Brontës Literature Malhamdale Elizabeth Williams Mon 10 April (4nts) MDALB 359 ✔

& Countryside Malhamdale Geoff & Fran Doel Sat 9 Sept (4nts) MDALB 364 ✔

9 Lorna Doone Selworthy Geoff & Fran Doel Sat 23 Sept (4nts) SLALS 329 ✔
and Exmoor

10 Evelyn Waugh Revisited Abingworth Name to follow Fri 24 March (3nts) AWALT 289 ✔

11 Literary Cornwall St Ives Geoff & Fran Doel Wed 3 May (3nts) SVALM 274
12 The Writers of Wight Freshwater Bay Chris Noone Fri 17 March (3nts) FWALW 274 ✔

13 Much Ado About 
Shakespeare Bourton-on-the-Water Geoff & Fran Doel Mon 4 Dec (4nts) BNATS 349 ✔

14 Theatre by the Lake Derwentwater Elizabeth Oakley Sat 1 July (4nts) DBATL 369 ✔

Derwentwater Elizabeth Oakley Wed 5 July (3nts) DBATL 279 ✔

Derwentwater Frances Clark Wed 19 July (3nts) DBATL 279 ✔

Derwentwater Frances Clark Wed 30 Aug (3nts) DBATL 289
Derwentwater Frances Clark Wed 20 Sept (3nts) DBATL 279 ✔

Derwentwater Elizabeth Oakley Mon 20 Nov (4nts) DBATL 349 ✔

15 Around the Globe Abingworth Geoff & Fran Doel Sat 26 Aug (4nts) AWATH 419
16 Theatre Break in the 

Cotswolds Bourton-on-the-Water Elizabeth Oakley Mon 13 Nov (4nts) BNATC 359 ✔

All prices are per person and include FULL BOARD, en-suite accommodation, holiday programme, Leader services and 171⁄2% VAT.
✔ Walking holiday running at the same time - see our 2006 Walking Holidays brochure.

Holiday Location Leader Name Date (nts) Code £
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Sedbergh,
Northern Yorkshire Dales
In the north west corner of the Yorkshire Dales National Park, the cobbled
main street of this refreshingly authentic market town leads you to the
cobbled courtyard of Thorns Hall, a beautiful small manor house dating

from 1535. Panelled walls in the lounge, bar and entrance sitting room with period fireplace
and windows will match expectations set by the exterior. The twists and turns of its staircases
and corridors are just right for a Murder Mystery, and a very convivial "house-party"
atmosphere for the likes of Bridge. Further afield we reach tranquil Swaledale on our small-
coach Rover Tours, and Sedberghs' own welcoming golf course offers the chance to
improve your game on the doorstep. Accommodation is in the main house and in coach
houses adjacent.

To get to Sedbergh
• 15 minutes east from junction 37 of M6. Free car parking in the grounds.
• Rail to Oxenholme station then 10 miles by taxi (approx. £15.00 per journey, less if shared).

Selworthy, Exmoor
You would expect there to be something special about our second Country
House leased from the National Trust, and its position alone, in a verdant
corner of Somerset below Exmoor National Park's highest point, makes it so.
Lying in a 12,500-acre estate with the chocolate box National Trust village
of Selworthy just a walk away, its immediate surroundings are lawns,

gardens and a heated outdoor pool (May to September) with stunning views. Two comfortable
lounges with a patio leading to the pool provide accommodation for Bridge, Music
Appreciation or Literary holidays. A pleasant, panelled ballroom offers space to dance and
Line Dancing. Outdoors we take you to the coast and on to Exmoor to paint and around
some of the best gardens in the country. Accommodation is set in the main house or a choice of
cottages in the grounds.

To get to Selworthy
• 1 hour from junction 25 of M5 via A358 and A39. Free car parking in the grounds.
• Rail to Taunton station then 30 miles by coach (we arrange) on Saturdays for £9.50 per

journey at 15.45pm. Taxis on other days cost approx. £40 per journey, less if shared.

Whitby, North York Moors
Larpool Hall is an elegant Georgian mansion built in 1796, with splendid
views across the bustling fishing port to the famous Abbey perched on the
cliff top. 14 acres of tranquil gardens make it an oasis of peace as well as a
source of inspiration for artists, a large purpose built ballroom doubles as
a good working space for holidays such as T’ai Chi and two lounges are

good quiet areas for smaller groups. With the North York Moors National Park on the doorstep,
you can visit the best of the region through Rover Tours, a Monasteries Tour and a
photography break. You can learn to birdwatch from here too (see Walking Holidays
brochure for details). Leisure facilities include an excellent indoor spa pool and pool room.
Accommodation is all in the main house. 

To get to Whitby
• 1 hour north of York via A64. Free car parking in the grounds.
• By rail to Scarborough station then 20 miles by taxi (approx. cost £20.00 per journey, less if 

shared) or to Whitby station then short taxi ride (approx. cost £3.50 per journey, less if shared).

...great places to stay...

...for a GREAT HOLIDAY
Continued from overleaf 
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